
The Secret Garden Project 

Project Details 

1. Choose ONE option below.  

2. You may ONLY work with a partner IF the option states it.  Choose your partner wisely.  

3. You are expected to provide all materials for your project.  

4. You will be given FOUR class periods to work on your project.  If you do not finish it, you 

are expected to finish it as homework.  

5. Please see me if you would like to work on it during your lunch (Eastview) or after school 

(Erieview). 

6. Keep in mind that you must include details from the book in any of the options below 

(see other side of paper for details).  

7. As always, you will not be graded on the project BUT you will get feedback on your final 

project.  Whether or not you get a grade should not impact the level of effort you put in 

your work.  You should always strive to put your personal best into your work.   

Picture Smart 

 

• Create a mini-comic book relating a chapter of the book. 

• Make a movie poster of the book. Make sure to include a 

description of the book, the characters, and a catchy slogan to 

go with the poster. 

• Create a map of the house and garden.    

Body Smart 

• Describe the setting of a scene, and then do it in pantomime.  

• If you are reading the same book as one or more others are 

reading, dramatize a scene from the book. Write a script and have 

several rehearsals before presenting it to the class. (PARTNER 

WORK)  

• WRITE OR ACT OUT A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO OF 

THE CHARACTERS. (PARTNER WORK) 

Nature Smart 

• Create a diorama of the garden.  Make sure to include the types 

of flowers in the diorama and key that states what each flower is 

names.  

Music Smart  
• Write and perform an original song that tells something important 

about the book.  

Self-Smart  

• Create a diary that one of the story's main characters might have 

kept before, during, or after the book's events. Remember that the 

character’s thoughts and feelings are very important in a diary.  

Make the diary look old and worn out.   

Logical Smart 

• Create a scavenger hunt that would give clues to the reader as to 

where the garden was hidden.  Use the story to help you come up 

with the clues.  

People Smart  

• PITCH A SALES TALK FOR A BOOK. Give everyone in the class 

tokens, play money, or straw votes. After the sales talk, take bids to 

get the most for the book.  

Word Smart  
• PEN SOME POETRY. Write a limerick or a short poem about one of 

the characters or some event in the novel.  
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The Secret Garden Project 

To help you organize your mini-project, I have listed different literature elements you 

could focus this project on.  Not all examples below will fit all choices listed above.  You 

can choose to focus your project on something else. ☺  

Elements of Literature 

Characters  

Choose a character and describe the personality of that character.  What choices did 

the author make to reveal the characters personality, such as appearance, actions, 

dialogue, and personality.    Did this character change in any way (dynamic character) 

or did this character stay the same (static character).   

Plot 

Choose one or more of the elements of plot below to center your project around.  

What was the conflict? What was the resolution?    

• Foreshadowing - When the writer clues the reader in to something that will 

eventually occur in the story; it may be explicit (obvious) or implied (disguised). 

• Suspense - The tension that the author uses to create a feeling of discomfort 

about the unknown 

• Conflict - Struggle between opposing forces. 

• Exposition - Background information regarding the setting, characters, plot. 

• Rising Action - The process the story follows as it builds to its main conflict 

• Crisis - A significant turning point in the story that determines how it must end 

• Resolution/Denouement - The way the story turns out. 

Setting  

The place or location of the action is the setting.  The setting provides the historical and 

cultural context for characters.  How did the setting of the story impact Mary’s attitude 

and personality? How did it impact Colin’s?  

Symbolism  

Symbolism is when an object is meant to represent something or an idea greater 

than the object itself. Find different examples of symbolism in the story and explain 

what the symbols mean to you.  


